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living as his plenty. He travelled this time with four coaches and a hundred horse in his retinue. His custom was to dine at six or seven at night, and his meal lasted till seven or eight in the morning. Sometimes he drank ; sometimes he heard his music; sometimes discoursed; sometimes took tobacco, and sometimes ate ; whilst the company did what they pleased. They might do the same, or rise, go or come, sit down or sleep. The meat and bottles continued all the night before them. In the morning he would hunt or hawk, if the weather was seasonable; if not he would dance, go to bed about eleven, and sleep till the evening. The man all this time was not mad, but had good sense, and most thought he counterfeited this that he might be free and unconcerned from affairs of that nge, not caring to be under censure that his estate might be safe, which he studied and managed exactly in all this seeming disorder. I went from Eufford to Welbeck about the concern in hand, with good success.l
September 3.    I returned to Thrybergh.
1 Reresby's letter from York, August 31, 1687, to Lord Halifax, in the Spencer collection, thus alludes to the same matter : ' I went with Colonol Oglethorpe on Saturday last to see the sight of the Marquis of Winchester at Ilufford; hut saw only the marks of his having been there (for ho was gone the day hefore), and he had dirtied the house more in that short tinio he stayed than your lordship's family would do in a 3'ear. I confess, my lord, I thought it impossible to add to the disorder of it much, and theroforo (as well as to obey your command) the colonel and I lay there that night. We dined the next day at Welbeck. The duke had been drinldng the' night hefore with one Irail Fielding, then with him, and was both out of order and humour,' &c. Of the Marquis of Winchester, Bishop Burnet writes : ' This year (1G99) died the Marquis of Winchester, whom the King1 created Duke of Bolton. He was a man of a strange mixture. He had the spleen tn an high degree, and affected an extravagant hehaviour ; for many weeks lie would not open his mouth till such an hour of the day when he thought Iho air was pure. He changed the day into night, and often hunted by'torchlight, and took all sorts of liberties to himself, many of which ware vorv disagreeable to those about him. lie was a man of profuse expense, and of a most ravenous avarice to support that; and though he was much hated, yet he carried matters before him with such authority and success that he all respects the riddle of the age.'